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MARK TWAIN AS A NATIONAL ASSET
1877-1894
THE period between the publication of Tom
Sawyer and the time when he was overwhelmed
by financial disaster shows Mark Twain at the
height of his success, his literary reputation, his
affluence, his domestic happiness. His name
had become a household word in America.
He had grown to be a sort of national asset.
Men quoted his stories, his latest sayings, and
much that he never said. His lecture trips
were a triumphant progress; his books flooded
the country in sales that widened like ripples
over a pond. His pictured face, with the shock
of hair that turned from red to grey and from
grey to white, with the Missouri corn-cob pipe
to give it character, was as familiar to the
public as those of Washington and Lincoln
and Grant. Most of all, he had earned, as
he had deserved, the affection of his fellow-
men.
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